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Dear Friend Nicos,
Your Excellencies,

Distinguished members of the business communities,

Dear Guests,

It is indeed a great pleasure to address you on a lovely summer evening at this nice venue which has been serving to bring together the members of both communities under the existing conditions.
Please allow me to thank to the Presidents of both Chambers, Mr. Fikri Toros and Mr. Phidias Pilides, for organizing this meaningful event and giving me the opportunity to address you tonight. Their excellent cooperation in taking the lead in various areas that affect the lives of the people must be praised. They are, indeed, leading by example, something we wish to see more often in Cyprus. Cyprus problem has been on the global agenda for more than half a century now. Since the beginning of the intercommunal Cyprus talks in 1968, history has witnessed many failed attempts, bitter disappointments and diminishing hopes over and over again. Being aware of this fact, both Nicos and I have committed ourselves to produce tangible results and finally bring an end to this problem. We had a good beginning and we are progressing reasonably well. But what is even more important than a good beginning is undoubtedly to be successful in the end, and hopefully without causing yet another disappointment. 
It is true that Cyprus problem has an international character that involves different dimensions and parties to it. But in the core of this conflict, it is us, Cypriots, who failed to find a way to communicate each other our fears, expectations and concerns. Therefore, it is our responsibility to solve it with the support of the United Nations and the international community. 
Without empathy, it is not possible to establish a common understanding that will lead the way for reconciliation and a workable political model.
Unfortunately, many of our generations were either directly or indirectly victimized by this problem. Many have never discovered what it means to live in a peaceful and prosperous country.
It is a reality that the lack of a settlement is a source of many social, economic and psychological deficiencies, preventing us to enjoy the full potential of our common homeland.

As leaders, it is our duty to prepare our respective communities to a settlement, and I would like to underline the word, prepare because this needs to be done through a constructive attitude and a positive mindset. Those sitting on the opposite side of the negotiating table are not enemies but our partners with whom we build a common future together. 

All my life I have worked for the solution of the Cyprus problem and reconciliation among the Cypriots. It is my sincere belief that we do not deserve the status-quo and we have no right to pass this on to the future generations. But more importantly, I think we all need to realize that this problem is an obstacle for us to maximize our potentials as human beings living in this beautiful island. With this new momentum we have created together with my friend Nicos, I trust we will be able to prepare the conditions where both communities will live peacefully in equality, security and prosperity.
I have always believed that increasing the quality of life of all Cypriots should be our ultimate aim. Any economic vision should take into consideration our efforts to progress and prosper together. No political or economic design can be sustainable if we exclude the people from it. We should always involve the people in the process in order to get their support to the settlement. Our people must have a clear understanding of what the solution will bring and what the day after will look like. The future should not be blur and both communities should have confidence that the day after will be better than the day before. This is the only way for people to own the process.  
Therefore, my economic vision for post-settlement Cyprus, first and most of all, takes into consideration the well-being and welfare of all Cypriots, regardless of their ethnicity or background. For many decades, the Turkish Cypriots have been isolated from the international community and they were unable to establish, free, healthy and beneficial commercial relations with the rest of the world. A solution will bring an end to this isolation and will allow the Turkish Cypriots to shoulder their own economic activity in federal Cyprus. The future-Cyprus should guarantee both communities and its citizens equal opportunities, where everybody will be able to contribute to the overall welfare of our island.
Every effort should be made in order to narrow the gap between the two economies as fast as possible. Convergence of the two economies will not only increase the popular support to any settlement but it will allow synergies to be created by uncovering the hidden potential that has long been wasted due to the political situation. 

Last week I was in Brussels and I had meetings with high ranking EU officials, including the Presidents of the European Parliament, Council and the Commission. All three Presidents, have expressed their full support for the ongoing talks and I reminded them that the EU must step up their efforts in helping the Turkish Cypriots to prepare them for the eventual EU membership. Within this framework, as Turkish Cypriots, we must also do our homework and speed up passing the necessary EU-compliant legislation and bylaws. In my meetings, I also emphasized the need for financial support that will be required for the successful implementation of the solution. It is with great satisfaction that I witnessed the awareness of EU’s high-ranking officials that the cost of the continuation of division is higher than the cost of the solution. Not only the EU, but also other actors in the international community must play their part to support the settlement in order to turn Cyprus into an island of stability in this fragile part of the world.
Federal Cyprus will be a member of the European Union. After a solution, Turkish Cypriots will also enjoy the benefits of the EU as a community. Being an EU member brings with it many opportunities as well as responsibilities. There are lessons to be learned from the existing examples but I think the biggest lesson we must take with us is that membership itself does not guarantee welfare and a better life unless we act responsibly and do what we must do as a country.

Dear friends,

Our island is small and the resources are scarce. Lack of cooperation is leading to the waste and overexploitation of our resources. We need to coordinate and make an intelligent design of our physical infrastructure, resources –including water and energy, and protect our environment in a sustainable manner.
Our decision to integrate the electricity grids even before the solution, is a sign of our determination to bring durable solutions to our common problems. We will need to design an energy strategy at the federal level in order to provide clean, sustainable and cheap energy both to the consumers and the businesses. Of course, natural resources around Cyprus has the potential to provide solution to our energy problem but we still don’t know how and when the hydrocarbons will bring economic benefits to all Cypriots. Cyprus is an ideal geography to get the best out of the renewable energy, including the solar and wind. No matter how difficult it seems, we need to work together if we are to catch the EU target of replacing 20% of our energy production with renewable energy until 2020.
There has been a lot of discussion about the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus.  I just want to remind you that solution of the Cyprus problem will also help us to better plan and implement the most viable method to extract and sell those resources for the benefit of all Cypriots. The natural resources belong to all Cypriots and they should be taken as the source of cooperation instead of conflict. Solution of the Cyprus problem will create a favorable condition for a win-win situation where all sides will benefit by linking fields and selling the resources in the most economical way.
Water has traditionally been another scarce source in Cyprus. Therefore we must act together to save our resources. Now that water will be piped into the Cypriot soil, it will decrease our reliance on our aquifers and provide us prospects for diversifying our agricultural production. 

As an island our transportation and communication are crucial. We will need to design a new international transportation and communication strategy in order to enhance our link with the international sea and air traffic and commercial routes. After a solution, all Cypriot vessels will also have access to the Turkish ports. Post-settlement Cyprus, as a country with political and economic stability, has the potential to become a shipping hub in the Eastern Mediterranean, in an area badly hit with military conflicts and economic crisis. Besides shipping, our location, natural and historical assets and the synergy created after a settlement, will enhance the image of Cyprus as an ideal destination for cruise and yacht tourism. 
Normalization of relations among the Turkish and Greek Cypriots, as well as Turkey and Greece will create new economic and commercial prospects. This will also help provide the conditions to reallocate resources from the reduced military expenditure into more productive sectors. In the near future, if not now, I foresee Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots establishing partnerships to become more competitive in the neighbouring markets, particularly in Turkey and the Middle East. At this point, Chambers have an important responsibility to encourage more cooperation between the Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot businesses and entrepreneurs. For many years we have got used to think monocomunally and made plans only for one side of our country.  After the solution, first thing we will need to change will be our mindsets. So using this opportunity, I am making you an open call to adapt yourself to this new understanding because we are genuinely committed to find a viable and durable solution to our problem.

Tourism is the driving force of both economies in Cyprus. Solution of the problem will bring unlimited opportunities for the Cypriot tourism sectors, to cooperate and design new strategies connecting Cyprus, Turkish, Greek markets and beyond. It will be possible to create a tourism hub in the Eastern Mediterranean – making the best use of the air and sea ports and marinas in order to open new routes and connect the existing ones. 
According to the studies by experts, solution will trigger increased local and foreign investment almost in all sectors, creating new jobs for our highly educated and young population. Now that we will be able to develop and implement joint strategies for the entire island, we will need to reconsider our investment priorities, incentives and relevant regulations. Our investment strategy should encourage convergence of two economies; it should be business friendly, complementary in itself, and it should be in line with the principle of sustainability of our environment.
With the support of the UN Secretary General’s Special Advisor Espen Barth Eide, my friend Nicos and I, as well as our negotiation teams, are working hard to build a bicommunal and bizonal federation as defined in the joint declaration of 11th of February 2014. We are aware that a solution must take into consideration the concerns and expectations of the both communities. The federal Cyprus will have joint federal government structures as well as separate structures for each constituent state. We need to establish good balance between the necessary structures of federal Cyprus and the workability of the new systems. 
Economy of the federal Cyprus should be able to produce welfare for all its citizens. This requires us to build a competitive and diversified economy which is resilient to the crises and shocks. The leading revenue-generating sectors should be complementary which will be able to create synergies together in the same economy. To put it very simply, we cannot put all our eggs in the same basket because this will make our economy fragile and vulnerable to shocks. Therefore, we must strive to excel not only in a specific economic sector but in all sectors that our common economy will be based upon.
As expected, construction sector will benefit from the settlement of the problem. Apart from the reconstruction efforts, increased demands for holiday homes will definitely create new opportunities for the construction sector, creating new jobs. Of course, this needs to go hand in hand with our careful planning, with the participation of all stakeholders, in order to sustain development without compromising from our environment and our natural and historical assets.

Our manufacturing sectors will also benefit positively from the solution now that both economies will be EU compliant, producing goods for export and to support our service sectors on the island.

I think we need to remember that our biggest asset is our people. In federal Cyprus, we will need to invest in education first of all to help create a culture of peace as well as new generation of bilingual Cypriots who can speak both Turkish and Greek as their first language. 

Dear Guests,

One of the first actions in federal Cyprus should be to establish a Federal Competitiveness Council, similar to many European and international examples, where all social partners and stakeholders are represented. Together with the federal administration representatives; the business organizations, sectoral & professional associations and labour unions must sit together around the same table to discuss what needs to be done to ensure a healthy and well-functioning competitive economy that provides employment to its citizens. 
We believe that the participation of civil society and citizens in the peace process and in our efforts to establish a common future together is essential for success. One recent example of such cooperation is the establishment of the Cyprus Dialogue Forum, which brings together the representatives of political parties, business communities, labour unions and non-governmental organizations from both communities; in order to support the dialogue and peace process in Cyprus. I genuinely support such initiatives because without the participation of citizens and civil society, it is not possible to build a common future together.
Dear friends,

We will need to transform our country and we need to start doing it without any further delay. Transition from our current situation to the Cyprus we want to build, will require us to cooperate and work hard. This is what we owe to our younger generations.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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